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Cycle of Abuse: When an Abuser Uses the Church

Victim Response: Victim Response:
Seen as the One Responsible for His Actions Seen as the Troublemaker and Instigator
Attempts to calm him/her Protects herself anyway she can

Nurturing Police called by her/him, kids, neighbor

Silent/Talkative Tries to calm batterer

Stays away from family, Tries to Reason with batterer

friends

Leaves
Keeps kids quiet Moody  Nitpicking (Tis s discoursged by many
Isolates  Withdraws Affection, Fights back
Agrees Put Downs Yelling
Drinking/Drugs Threatens dby
Withdraws Destroys Property
Criticizes  Sullen
Tries to reason :uleHnj
Cooks his/her favorite
dinner

Honeymoon

Batterer:

General feeling of walking.
on eggshells

Seeks teachings from
Bible and Spiritual

jurt people hurt people.”

0es to Church..

Leaders to understand ' "
" Bri 1l never de "submit to him and itll get better.’
Whatishappening. ob: fihinare tode: Dacores fove “The Devil is testing you.”
Victim Response:

hurch supports this and believes it is over.|  Feels Happy, Hopeful Center for Family
Church Version by Kaltiin Shetier, LMSW.

‘f ees to stay, returns, or takes batterer back Anumpn t0 5top legal proceedings... Sets up for counseling appointments for batterer
CI





